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5X£¥6 The DWK has assigned economic planning in the f'elds of industry,
mining, and agriculture %o the Hauphverwaltung Wirtschafisplanung.
It will collect information on available capacits and required
amounts of rsw materials, fuel, and power. Fitting the production
plans to the amount of materials, ete. svailable 'ls the task of the
Hauptverwaltung Materialversorgung.. It recelves ieports from the
various departments of the DWK, from the S5MA, and :rom the SAug
on the materialg availablie and pares the productior plans Ho fit.
It decides what amounts of materials, fuel, and powcr each consumer
ig to receive. It informs each producer or importer where he is
to deliver his goods. To insure full compliance with this rationing
system, the Deutsche Handelsgesellschaft m.b.H. was iormed.

2. The DHG consists of:

£, A dirvecterate. (Director Heyer, formerly with Trade &
Transport, Saxony-Anhalf®)
B. Branches (e.g., fuel, chemicals, textiles, et¢.)
. GSubsections (e.g., organic chemistry, inorganic coemistry, etc.
D. Wholesale firms with mcnopoly privileges for specific iypes
of goods. :

The DHG intended to demand 2 91% share in each wholesale firm ade
mitted to this system. Many firms have refused toc cooperate on this
basig. As s result, some have been allowed to participate sublect

to a 10% commission on the turnover in the goods for which they sre
licensed by the DHG. It is considered likely that a number of whole-
salers who have been operating under a state Industviekontor will be
transferred to the jurisdiction of the DHG.

3, In a short talk in Rau's office 3 August, Walter Ulbricht stated
that the DHG must eliminate private wholesalers as rapidly as possible
by undertaking direct purchase and shorage of vital materials. To
this end the DHG should take over thestate Industriekontore and
absorb their personnel. The SED;ﬁill\ingtruct its ministers in the
states of the Russian zone to assist ip~this step. The most impor-
tant nrivate wholesalers are ¥6, be accused,of price and raticning
violations and their firmg expropristed in favor of the DH4G.  Wood
wholegalers are the firstetarget and gasoline and oil are second.
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4. Another source revorts that the DHG is goinz to continue to make
use of certaln rrivete wholesalers for the time being. These firms
are degignated ss "Manipulanten". According to source their function
is to be the purciase of rvaw materlals fror the western zonss and
from western nations. Y

9. All sources agre: that the DHG will be completely subordinate to
the DVE and specilfically to the HV Materialversorgung and to the
HV Interzonen - und Afussenhandel. As of 1 August neither the
HV kiaterialverscrgung nor the DHG had begun actual operations.

6. Vell placed sources report that the Handelsgesellschaft Gross-Berlin
was formed withcut any preparation. The DWK had repeatsdly pro=
claimed its willirgness to help industrialists in the wostern sectosrs
of Berlin. Numerous businessmen then ealled on the DEK to obtain
assistance and wire all turned down. The spnouncement of the
Handelsgesellschaft Gross~Perlin is intended to delude the populaca
of Beriin inte believing thet the DWK is in a position to moke
available rsw mailorials, coal, and power. According to one source
the DMK is anxiors to galn the cooperation of Berlin industriailsts
%o offset the effects of the interruption cf freight traffis to the
HAussian zone; hownver the DWY is not in a position to offer any
worthwhile assistince. TIn addition the rezponsible nolitieczl chiefs
in the BED and SY!. ave concentrating on driving the western vowers
out of Berlin and will do nothing that might ease tleir vposition.

7- The Handelsgesellscha’t Gross-Berlin is rerorted to be controlled
Jointly by the Deutscls Handelsgesellschaft snd the Industrie- und
Handelskontor Berlin wlth an investment of 5C,000 D& each. Myector
is Marziniack (SED)., fiyrmer directar of the Brandenburg Industriskontor.

-« Georg Handke, vice-precident of the DK, claims credit for the ides of
fhe Handelsgesellschaft Gross-Berlin. Then Skia offieisls, including
¥oval, on 26 July exprs:ted their conviciicn that the weskte:m powers
will not retreat from Be;lln, Handke suggected the formation of
this organizaticn in orcir %o gain contrel of the eccnomic iife of
the western sectors and to ilnerease the nolitieal influence of the
8FD.
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